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WILLIAM the Third, 
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I have ſaid, Ye are Gods ;, and all of you are Children of the 
"” your High : But ny ſhall die like * | 
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CHARLES 


Earl of Peterborough, Ke. 


. Wane 
vw "Hes Ved demi dt comple oith 


be Requeſt of my Auditors in ul 

liſhin this haſty Compoſane, Grati- 

tude oblig 4 me to inſcribe i it to your Name: Fer 
the Sermon is not in a Dreſs fit to wait on your Lord- 


ſhip, yet knowing, that Men of the greateſt Pene- 


tration are of the moſt extenſive Charity, Twas - 


incourag d not to let ſlip the firſt Opportunity to 
make a pnblick Arkn ent to your Lordſhip, 
how ſenſible T am of the Honour your Lordſhip hath 
done me and my. Friends an ſeveral Occaſions ; choo- 
ſing rather to y cenſur d for my UncorreFtneſs, than 
to fall under the Imputation of Ingratitude. 

My Lord, I do not, in the following Diſcourſe, 

attempt the 2 ſtory of the late King William the 


Third bat ny _ 4s on a at things, with much 


nad . 


iv The Epiſtle Dedicatory 


city, that. eee the. of 24. 
51 Vaſt as our Hopes, and general a as bur 982 1 
I am ſure your Lordſhip $ unſhaken r = 
our late Sovereign of Glorious. Memory, and 
known Seal for the Proteſtant Religion dhe f 
berties of Europe, are 2 o great, that eee 0 

room to doubt of hour candid Acceptance of the mean- 
eſt Performances ſincerely deſign d, to celebrate the 
Memory of the beſt of Kings, "and to "improve this 
ſad Loſs to God's Glory, and the Advancement of 
Practical Religion. 

Tbat your Lordſhip and your Noble Family as thay 
are here the Patrons of Vertue, and Defenle 
Liberty, may bereafter ſhine in nen of 2 s, 
wn earne rer 5 00 Nan 


Si 
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On the DEATH of 
King WILLIAM WE 


Pont CXLVI. 3.4. 


Put not your truſt. in Princes, nor in FA Sonof 
Man, in whom there is no Help. 21311 


His Breath goeth forth, he returneth to by 
in a very ay his SITE Fs. 


42%. . Ii. Wen: 08 
| H E * never Py "mo areas Tan 
tal as the Souls of Men. Death cannot 
enter the Celeſtial Palace, tho it makes 

Viſits to the Courts of Princes. 
This lower W rld is the Place of its Reign, the upper 
Regions are free from its Tyranny. Here all that de- 
ſcead from the firſt Adam, however diſti 


Y Titles of — cannot be exempted from the 


——ñ — 


A Sermon preached upon 
They that are Titular Gods, lifted up above the 


Pſal. 82. reſt of their Fellow Creatures, yet die like Men. 


There is a vaſt diſtance betwixt a Prince and a Subject 
while living, but Death puts both upon a Level: 


Job 21-26. They lie down alike in the Duſt, and the Worms ſhall 


cover them. Death is that arbitrary Prince that over- 


Zach. 1-5. throws all; Tour Fathers, where are they? and the Pro- 


phets, do they live for ever? They whom God hath 
honoured with the higheſt Dignity in the Church, 
have fallen by Death, as well as the Noble and Pow- 
erful Guardians of the State; the richeſt Princes, 
the greateſt Heroes, the brighteſt Examples of Vir- 
tue, muſt die as well as other Men. Death is a Mo- 
narch, - that not only empties Cottages, but un- 
thrones Princes, and on a ſudden changes 4 glittering 
Palace into 4 dark Houſe of Mourning. 

A fad Inſtance, hereof we have lately ſeen in the 
ſurprizing and much lamented Death of that High 
and Mighty Prince WILLIAM III. King of Great 
Britain and Ireland, What uſe is proper to be made 
of ſo dark a Providence, the Words of the Text 
informus. „ 1 

Put not your Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of 
Man, in whom there is no Help. His Breath goeth 
forth, he returneth to his Earth, in that very day his 
Thoughts periſh. In which Words we may obſerve, 

dogitt S 3 A C4 tx +; 4 "ny" . 2 * 


Firſt, A Dehortation, Pat not your Truſt in 
Princes, nor in the Son of Mn. 

.- Secondly, The Reaſon upon which 'tis founded, 
and that is, the utter Incapacity of Princes to help 
and ſave thoſe thatitruſt in them; which the Pſal- 
miſt does amplify and demonſtrate by two Things. 


7 
17 14 4 — : 4 
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the Death of R. William III. 

1ſt. From their natural Frailty, they are ſubject to 
Death as well as other Men; His Breath goeth forth, 

he returneth to his Earth. | | 
29. From the immediate Conſequence of this, as ſoon 
as ever he expires ; In that very Day his Thoughts periſh. 
. I ſhall (as God ſhall aſſiſt) diſcourſe of theſe 
Things in their Order, and then make ſome Im- 
provement ſutable to this ſad Solemnity, and that 
dark Providence we are now under. 


we 


Fr, Iam to conſider the Dehortation, Pat not 
jour Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man. I ſhall 

ſum up what I have to ſay to this general Head in 

the bb Propoſitions. | n 

1. Men are very apt to place too great confidence 

in Crowned Heads; the Truth of this may be lear- 

ned from the Hiſtory of all Ages, and our own Ex- 
perience concurs to confirm it. The Pſalmiſt tells 

us, That ſome truſt in Chariots and ſome in Horſes, Pal. 20. 
i. e. in the Strength and Power of their Governors. 
There is not any thing more common than for People 

to put a mighty confidence in a Prince, eſpecially if 

his admirable Qualities have diſtinguiſhed. him from 
other Monarchs, if his Courage and Conſtancy have 
rendered him as ſucceſsful in the Toils of War, as he 
has been deſervedly famous for his Prudenceand Piety 

in the Arts of Government. 

We are apt to think, if Men of Power are on 

our ſide, that our Mountain ſtands ſo ſtrong it can pfl. 30. 
never be moved; and ſo flatter our ſelves with a long 6, 7 
and unſhaken Felicity, altho we ſee that the Faſhion 

of this World is continually paſſing away, and its 

beſt and brighteſt Inhabitants, daily taking leave of 

it. Now this ſprings from our Ignorance, and the 

5 . nar- 


4 


nn. 
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narrow Compaſs of our Thoughts, together with the 
Carnality of our preſent Conſtitution, which (as 
one expreſſes it) ſtrongly inclines us to depend up- 
on Princes, either for the obtaining what we deſire, 
or the —_— what we fear. For we commonly 


view things in a falſe and deceiving Light, and from 
thence take an eſtimate of their Sufficiency and 
Strength, not conſidering that if we make an Arm 
of Fleſh the Object of our Truſt, the end of ſuch a 
Dependance will be our Confuſion. Yet thus it was 
with us generally of late, till God convinced us by 
terrible Things in Righteouſneſs, for he ſhook the 
Throne like Mount Sinai, and we were on a ſudden 
invelopt with Clouds and thick Darkneſs. + 

2. Tho a Prince deſerves never ſo well from the 
State he governs, yet he is notabſolutely to be truſted 
in. Whoever hath an entire Dependance upon 


any Creature in Earth, expoſes himſelf to the Curfe 


*in. * Heaven. Thas ſaith the Lord, Curſed be the Man 


the Lord. Again, how does God aggravate the 
1811 | g b 


that truſteth in Man, and maketh Fleſh his Arm, and 
whoſe Heart departeth from the Lord, The Jewiſb 
Nation was often guilty of this Sin; Pll only menti- 
on an inſtance or two wherein God diſcovers his Diſ- 
pleaſure againſt them for it. One is that of King' 
Aſa, And at that time Hanani the Seer came to Aſa 
ing of Judah, and ſaid unto him, Becauſe thou haſt 
relied on the Ring of Aſſyria, and not relied on the 
Lord thy God, therefore is the Hoſt of the Ning of Aſ- 


| Hria ee thy hands, Inſfead of truſting in 


J, he placed all his Confidence in the Strength” + 
and Power of his Confederates and Allies, which 
was a kind of renouncing God as an Object of Truſt; 
and herein did his Heart wretchedly depart from 


Crime 


the Death of K. William II. 


Crime of the Iſraelites, for their truſting in Egypt! Ifi. 31. 3. 


The Egyptians are Men and not Gods. So that, in a 
to place an abſolute Truſt in Princes, is to alienate the 
Rights of the Godhead, *tis torob the Deity of its 
Glory, and to turn a Prince into a provoking Idol of 
Jealouſy. God cannot admit of Rivals in his 
Throne, for he will not give his Glory to another. 
3. Tis not the Deſign of the Royal PfalmiR, 
. When he cautions againſt putting of our Truſt in 
Princes, to depreciate that Faith and Credit, that Ho- 
nour and Deference which is due to all Kings 
from their own Subjects. The Pſalmiſt himſelf was 
a great and a mighty Prince, and we cannot reaſona- 
bly think, that he would recommend any diſſoyal 
Practices. What tho he tells us we muſt not truſt in 
Princes, but rather adviſes to place our Confidence 
in Him, by whom Kings reign, as the beſt and ſa- 
feſt courſe? Yet I ſay, this is not deſigned to leſſen 
the Credit and Honour of Good Kings, tis not to 
render them contemptible in the Eyes of their-Peo- 
ple, as unfit to be regarded in the Civil Affairs of 
Liſe, and the Adminiſtrations of Government. The 
Pſalmiſt cannot fairly be underſtood, as undervaluinę 
Kingly Dignity, and repreſenting Princes as uſele 
Statues ; but as I intimated before, the Deſign of the 
Caution is to blew a Truſt in them, as is ex- - 
clufive of the Divine Providence. | | 
A good Prince, as he is the ſpecial care of Hea- - 
ven, ſo he is an extraordinary Bleſſing to a People; 


is faid, that becauſe the Lord loved lirael for ever, 1 king 
therefore: made he the King (ſpeaking to Solomon) to 10. 9. 

do Judgment and Juſtice, The Honour that is due 
to a Rightful and Lawful Sovereign, involves in it all 
Duty and Allegiance, viz. the doing our utmoſt to 


wp- 


: 
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ſupport his Crown and Dignity, the putting the moſt 
candid Conſtructions upon his Actions, becauſe a 
Prince may have Reaſons for what he does which we 
are unacquainted with. The Arcana Imperii are a 
great way out of our ſight, who are at a diſtance from 
Eccl. 10. the Throne; Curſe not the Ring, no not in thy Thought. 
Exod. 22. 1 hou ſhalt not curſe the Gods, nor revile the Ruler of 

28, thy People. 774 ha 
4. No Pretence of Allegiance or Duty will juſtify 
our Truſt in a Prince, whoſe viſible Conduct de- 
clares his Defiance to Heaven, and whoſe Arts of 
Government are levePd againſt the Laws of God, 
and thoſe of the Realm over which he preſides. 
Magiſtracy is an Ordinance of God, and we are 
bound by Divine Revelation, not only to fear God, 
bat to honour the Ring. But if a Prince once break 
his Coronation Oath, and invade the Liberties of his 
People, he is no longer a Prince but a Tyrant; for 
certainly the People have as juſt a Right to the legal 
Government of the Pfince, as the Prince has to the 
legal Obedience of the People. And if our Monar- 
*Dr.Wakes chy (as * one obſerves) be in the very Frame and 
Sermon * Conſtitution of it a limited Monarchy, and eſtabliſh- 


preached at e ed not upon the Imperial Laws of a few viſionary 


S. James's 


wel. © Politicians, but upon the Fundamental Laws of its 
minſter, Own making, or allowing; then I muſt ſolemnly 


— 16. © profeſs, that either I am uncapable of judging 
Pag. 10. What Senſe and Reaſon is, or: it muſt follow that 
© an abſolute Monarch, a Prince not bounded by 
Law, but governing only by the Arbitrary Mo- 
tions of his own Will, is no King of our. acknowr- 

© edging; our Conſtitution knows no ſuch Menarch, 

nor did we ever oblige our ſelves to obey ſuch a one. 


Upon 


the Death of K. William II. 


Upon theſe Principles proceeded the late happy 
Revolution in 88. and by theſe the Throne of our 
Gracious Sovereign Queen Anne is eſtabliſhed, tho. 
derived to her by a long Succeſſion- of Royal Ance- 
it; i | 
To cloſe this Head: If the greateſt, Prince upon- 
Earth commands that which is contrary to the Word 
of God, I am bound to perform my Duty to God, 
before my. Allegiance to my Prince. And for this we 
have the Determination of the whole College of 


Apoſtles ;, Then Peter and the other Apoſtles anſwered At*5-29+- 


and ſaid, We ought to obey God rather than Man. 
Lproceed,, 


Seconaly, To conſider the Reaſon of the Dehorta- 
tion in my Text, why we are not to put our Truſt in 
Princes; and this is ſounded on the Incapacity of 
Perſons of that Character to help us: Pat not your 
Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in whom there 
is 10 Help: If it be in their Power to relieve us, tis 
not always in their Inclination; and if they have a 
Will to protect and defend us, they may be deſtitute 
of Power. Tis true, _— Princes, like the. 
holy Angels, excel in Strength, when their Thrones. 
are fixed in the Hearts of their Subjects; yet even 
then there are ten thouſand Things which we need, 
that they cannot beſtow. But I ſhall chuſe to con- 
ſider the Force of this, as tis amplified in my Text. 

1. The Incapacity of Princes to help us is argued 
from their natural Frailty, they are ſubject to Death 
as well as other Men: His Breath goeth forth, he re- 
turneth to his Earth. "Tis a lofty Character which 


the Holy Ghoſt gives to Princes, I have ſaid that ye pfil. 82. 


ate Gods, and that ye are all the Children of the moſt * 
5 e High.. 
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|| High. Yet in the following Words he ſets them 
| Y with the loweſt of the People, for he adds, Te ſhall 
=. die lite Men. Princes are diſtinguiſhed from others 
| in the Quality of Living, but (as .one obſerves) 
| | they are under the ſame hard and inflexible Neceſſi- 
| ty of dying ; they cannot retain one Ray of the ſu- 
| ; perficial Luſtre of their Crowns, to enlighten the 
| _,.,  darkShadow of Death: Their Glory ſhall not de- 
in - ſcendafter them, A Court lies as open to Diſeaſes as 
a Cottage ; Crowns and Scepters, Armies and Fleets 
cannot aw or bribe the King of Terrors. Surly 
and inexorable Death pays no more Deference to a 
ſtrong and mighty Hero, crowned with Laurels, and 
uſed to Victories, than to a feeble Beggar that ſtoops 
almoſt to the Earth before he drops into it. All Fleſh 
| | is Graſs, and the Glory of it as the Flower of the Graſs. 
[| Death uſes no Ceremony, but ſeizes all without dif. 
N tinction, ruſhes upon a Crowned Head as ſoon as a- 
nother: hence ariſes that Proverbial Expreſſion, 
1 Strong as Death that ſubdues all, cruel as the Grave 
[| that ſpares none, There is no May hath Power over 
Eccl. 8. 8. the Spirit to retain the Spirit, neither hath he Power in 
the day of Death, and there is ub Diſcharge in that 
War. As Royal Duſt cannot be diſtinguiſhed from 
| Common Earth, ſo Death in his Approaches pays 
| no more reſpect to him that fills: a Throne, than 
, to one that languiſhes upon a Dunghil. What Man 
Plal. #9. ig. he that liveth, and: ſball not ſee Death? Shall he de- 
4% liver his Soul from the Hand of the Grave? Selah. 
If Dying be the way of all the Earth, and the Grave 
the Houſe appointed for all Living; then Princes as 
well as others, muſt walk in the Gloomy Vally, and 
ü .. | retire to the dark Chambers of Death. Their 
Breath will go forth, and they muſt return to their 
f Earth. 


* 9 
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the Death f X. William III. 

Earth. Duſt at firſt compoſed the Royal Fabrick, 
and to that it ſhall be again reduced. All Human 
Bodies are made of the ſame frail Materials; and the 
Primitive Sentence, Duſt thou art, and to Duſt thou 
ſhalt return, reſpects the Kings of the Earth, as well 
as the Subjects over whom they reign. | 

© Nay, the Moral Glory of a Prince will no more ſe- 
cure him from Death than his Civil Grandeur, for 
Good and Bad fall undiſtinguiſh'd : The meek Moſes 
King of Jeſharan,. as well as proud Pharaoh King of 
Egypt; Good Joſiah as well as wicked Ahab; Reli- 


gious David as well as impious Saul, have ſubmit- 


ted to the ſame Fate. And now, how ſhall I pro- 
nounce the ſad Word! Glorious WILLIAM the 
Third is fallen by Death, as well as unhappy James 
the Second. And becauſe of the natural Frailty of 


good as well as bad Princes, the Pſalmiſt cautions .a- 


Peine an abſolute Truſt in them: The Breath of 
rinces is in their Noſtrils, as well as of other Men; 
and ſince they are thus ſubject to Change and Death, 
they are no way fit for an Object of our abſolute 
Truſt. For if our Dependance reſt on a frail Crea- 
ture, we may be diſappointed at the very time that 


our Hopes are big, and our ExpeQations high. And 


this leads me to the ſecond thing, which the Pſalmiſt 
urges to enforce his Caution againſt putting an entire 
Truſt in Princes, . viz. . ep 

2. The immediate Conſequence of their Death, 
In that wery day their Thoughts periſh. Not that 
we are to imagine that the Soul at Death paſſes 
into an unactive and thoughtleſs condition, that's 
a Notion contrary both to Reaſon and Revela- 
tion, T | 


1 — 
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It's contrary to Reaſon, for this Prineiple ſup- 
poſes that the Soul either ſleeps or dies, which no 
Reaſon induces to believe, becauſe the Soul is im. 
material, and conſequently immortal: That which is 
immaterial is not compounded of Parts; it has no 
corruptible Principles to render it capable of Diſſolu- 
tion, as all mixt and material Beings are. Now if 
human Spirits are immaterial, 'tis impoſſible they. 
ſhould die: Tho I doubt not but that God can anni- 
hilate them ; yet to ſuppoſe that the Soul dies with 
the Body, is to ſuggeſt its Materiality, which is an 
Hypothelis attended with many Abſurdities, for it 
rms that Matter is capable of Cogitation ; and 
what is the Conſequence of that, but that Effects 
may exceed the Caufe that produc'd them? For how 
far does a noble Train of Thoughts exceed the moſt 
refin'd Matter, whether in Reft or in Motion? TIF 
there be ſuch a thing as pure Intellection, or abſtract. 
ed Notions and Ideas of immaterial things, which 
depend not upon bodily Figures, it's impoſſible that 
thefe Notions ſhould be lodg'd _ Subject but 
that which is immaterial, and conſequently immortal: 
and if the Soul be immortal, and never dies, to be 
ſure tis active in the other State; for an unactive Spi- 
rit isa ſenſleſs Paradox. Moreover, it has been re- 
mark'd, that many People have had clearer Notions, 
and a- cloſer. way of reaſoning, juſt as their Souls 
have been looſening, from their Bodies, than ever 
they had before. Now if the Soul be material, as 
ſome dream, why does it not equally decline with 
the Animal Spirits, which are but refin'd Matter? 
Since Experience teſtifies the contrary, we may con- 
clude from Fact, that when the Soul is perfectly ſepa- 
rated from this clogging Body, it enjoys the 1 
- 5 - 
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de Deathof K. William I. 11 
Liberty, This made Heraclitus ſay, that the Soul 
goes out of the Body as Lightning from a Cloud, 
becauſe tis never more clear in its Conceptions than 
when freed from Matter. Twas a Thought of this 
nature that help'd to perfect the late Earl of Rocheſter*s 
Perſwaſion of the Soul's Immortality, 28. When g . 
« Sickneſs had brought him ſo near Death, and luis % ty Dr. 
© Spirits were ſo low and ſpent, that he could not Burner, 
move nor ſtir, and he did not think to live an hour, 85 of 
* he ſaid his Reaſon and Judgment were ſo clear and Sarum, 
ſtrong, that from thence he was fully perſwaded, *: 20, 21. 
” hat Death wav/nce the ſpending or diſſolution; of 
the Soul, but only the Separation of it from Mat- 
©ter. | 125 
But farther, as the Notion of the Soul's paſſing in- 
to an unactive State at Death is repugnant to Reaſon, 
ſo tis contrary to Divine Revelation. We read of the 
Spirits of juſt Men made perfect. Now tho the Per- Heb. 12.23 
fection of departed Souls is not abſolute, yet it is a 
Perfection that cannot conſiſt with a dead Unactivity. 

How abſurd is it to imagine that the Spirits of juſt 
Men are in a dead Sleep, from their Entrance into 
Heaven to the time of the firſt Reſurrection, when 
they are again to unite with their Bodies ? The Apo- 
ſtle Paal had certainly other Sentiments about hu- 

man Spirits; for he aſſerts, Tha, wh:ilft we art at home 2 Cor. 5.5. 
in the Body, we ars abſent from the Lord. Again, We 

are confident, I ſay, and willing rather to be abſent from Ver. s. 
the Body, and to be preſent with the Lord. From theſe 
Places tis evident that the Apoſtle believ*d that hu- 
man Spirits did exiſt in a ſeparate State, and that ſuch 
as were united to Chriſt, did eg bliſsful 
Preſence, immediately upon diſlodging from their 
Bodies. And ſurely _ cannot be unactive * 
. 2 | tne 
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the Influence of his Glory; the Views they have of 
his exalted Humane Nature, make them like him, 
and this Likeneſs muſt needs produce Delight, and 
this Delight Wonder, and this Wonder the moſt Se- 
raphick Ardours, and profound Adorations. Thus 
much may ſuffice to reſcue this place from a Miſcon- 
ſtruction, into which a curſory or unwary reading of 
the Phraſe might probably lead leſs thinking People. 

I ſhall therefore now give you the juſt Import of 

| theſe words, In that very day their Thoughts periſh, 

i. e. All the Deſigns they had form'd for this World, 
either reſpecting themſelves or their People; they can 
no longer purſue the Plans they have laid, for the 
other State will furniſh them with a very different 
ſet of Thoughts. So that the force of the Argument 
lies here, That ſince Princes are as frailas other Men, 
and their Deſigns die with them, their Thoughts va- 
niſh with their Breath; tis unreaſonable to put an 
abſolute Truſt in ſuch dy ing Creatures. 

Ho many of the moſt excellent of the Earth has 

God remov*d by Death in the midſt of their. Work, 
before they could finiſn the Deſigns they had ſormd?ꝰ 

Moſes the Captain of Hrael dy d in the Wilderneſs, 
before he had conducted the 1/raelztes into the pro- 
miſed Land. | 3 | 
Good King -Joſtah died before he was forty Years - 
of Age, and in the midſt of his excellent Purpgſes to 
reform and exalt his Kingdom. 

And Eduard the Sixth of England, whom. ſome 
have call'd our - Enghfh Joſiah, was taken off very 
early, while carrying on the moſt glorious: Deſiggs - 
to make England a happy People. 


Julius Cæſar was taken off by, Death, while he was 
farming a deſign to Epitomize . . 
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of the Learned Greciaus and Romans, together with 
other Noble and Great things for publick Good. 

Guſtavus Adolphus, that mighty General and true 
Friend to the Proteſtant Intereſt, was remov'd early 
by Death, before he was 38 Years of Age, and at a 
time when the Proteſtants. had- vaſt - ExpeQations - 
C.. „ | 5 | 
And thus it was with our late Sovereign of glori- 
ous Memory ; he was taken away by Death, when 
the Eyes of all Europe were upon him, waiting for 
the happy Effects of his Prudent Counſels, and the 
Succeſs of his Victorious Arms. Yet. (bleſſed be 
God) we have ſome good hope, that his Thoughts 
will not ſo vaniſh with his Breath, but that his ex- 
1 cellent Model, made from Axioms calculated to the 
| Honour and Intereſt of Europe, will be purſu'd by his 
IIluſtrious Succeſſor in the Throne, who has already gi- 
ven the utmoſt Aſſurance to make good all tlie Ai - 
ances into which his late Majeſty enter'd with Foreign 
Princes, and to defend our Religion and Liberties. 
Indeed this is a mighty Relief under our unſpeaka- 
ble Loſs ;' a Loſs we muſt needs deplore! O what a 
Prince, what a mighty Man is fallen in our Exglifþ ' 
_ Iſrael! Can we forbear to mourn our Loſs? No ſure- 
it would argue a wretched Stupidity" not to be af- 
fected with ſo Ede Providence. Surely nothing but a 
Re; | Stoick or a {worn Enemy. to the Proteſtant Religion 
can refrain from adding a Voice to the Conſort of 
Mourners, when the Death of ſo excellent a Prince 
| has delug'd with Sorrow ſo many Kingdoms and 
2p States. 1 has been the Cuſtom of all Nations, in all 
Ages, to uſe ſome ſolemn Significations of Mourn- - 
. ing upon the. Death of good Princes: When Moſes - 
. the Servant of- the died * (who was a King in 


- Jeſbarts) ) 


ef » 


2 Chron. 
32+ 33+» 


- was * 
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Deut.34-8 Jeſpurun) the Children of "Fact are 
him in the Plains of Moab thirty days. . © 
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fad 10 weep for 


When King Hezekidh flept with his Fathers, all 
«dah and the Inhabitants n did him Ho- 
nour at his Death. And we read that upon the Exit 
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had the Honour to attend his Perion, © 
Yet ſuffer me to ſay a little, thoꝰ tis very little that 


Lean Ry; for tis a Work Would betone the beſt 


Orator to pronounce the Character of Mihiam the 


Third: Whoſe Name will be Renow ed from Gene- 
ration to Generation, for He deſerves to be had in 
ever laſting Remembrancde. e 


Pliny eſteem'd them happy who "wrote things 


worthy to be read, hut prefef' d thoſe in the degtee 


of Felicity ' who acted things worthy to be written: 
gs 
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And ſurely no Prince's Actions did more deſerve to be 
written on durable Monuments than the Actions of 
William the Third; a Name that ſhall ſhine in the 
Records of Fame, and be read in the. Britiſh and 
Datch: Annals ag long as Honour, Courage, Juſtice, 
Clemency, and Religion ſhall. be thought to have 
any Luſter, or find any Countenance in the World. 
He was the Active and Sprightly Genius of Eu- 
rope (for ſo he was calld abroad) the Glor I of 
Crown'd; Heads in this Age; and. ſhall be a la 
Wonder in Ages to come; He, was the Darling of 
Providence, the very Man that God delighted to 
honour. | 

I cannot now ſpeak of the Royal Stem from 
whence our late Sovereign ſprung, and of the Glory 
and Renown of the Illuſtrious Family of Naſſau, of 
which Steck were the principal Defenders of the 


@_ © 
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Proteſtant Religion in the Low Countries for the laſt - 


ABS 2:2: 2: 110 | bes lui 
1 ſhall but briefly glance on a few things with re- 
ſpect to the late King Wiliew, 


Acceſſion to the Crown. 81 


Seca), I ſhall mention ſome things remarkable 


= * 
. 


during his Re 


Tbirah, Take notice of ſame ſpecial Circumſtan- 


ces attending the time of his Death. 


Firſt, We are to conſider the Time and Manner 
of his late Majeſty's Acceſſion to the Crown : It was 
when a Deſign Was form'd to fetter our Liberties, 


Fee kak mmol] 
Firſt, In regard of the Time and Manner of his 


and extirpate our Religion, when all things were 
almoſt ripe and ready for Execution, our Feet being 


- 
' 1 
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the Reformed Churches. 
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in the Snare before we perceiv'd it was ſpread for us; 
the flattering Promiſes of a Popiſh Prince having 
ſhock*d our common Prudence, ſo that our Enemies 
began to triumph and to inſult us as they had done 
our Laws. Even at this deſperate Juncture did our 


late Sovereign enterprize our Deliverance, and hazard 


his own Perſon to ſave a ſinking Nation,and torelieve 
And nothing could dif- 
courage this Prince, tho many Difficulties met him 
in this Noble Undertaking; for God was on his ſide, 
and ſtruck his Enemies with a- pannick fear, ſo that 
they were ſuddenly fcatter*d as Duſt before the 
Wind, and the People of England were prepar'd to 
receive him with Acclamations of Joy. Providence 


conducted him to the Throne of - theſe Realms, 


not through a Sea of Blood, for we were not Con- 
Juer'd, but conſented, in the Repreſentative Body of 
the Nation, to receive William and Mary as our 
Rightful and La ful Sovereigns, Now as the Time 
and Manner of the late King's Acceſſion tothe Crown 
did endear him to us, fo it deeply aggravates our 
Loſs, and gives a terrible Accent to our Sorrows. 
— oBee Gay) 4 UID Yak 
| Secondly, Let us glance on a few things very re- 
markable during the Reign of the late King I. 
LIAM. Immediately after his Settlement on the 
Throne, heenter'd into a War with France, and in 
his own Perſon engag'd from time to time at the Head 
of his Army, where he always ſignaliz d himſelf for 
his Pradence and Courage. He was as well acquainted 


with the difficult Arts of Government, as the noble 


Stratagems of War; ſo that J ſhall not ſcruple to fa 
of him, that he was the Greateſt Stateſman, as we 
as the moſt Renowned Hero of the Age. 5 


hc 


. 
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What Difficulties did he ſtruggle through, and 


vanquiſh at the Bon, where his Preſervation was e- 


qual to his Succeſs, both of them great? So that what 


our King did there will be reckon'd by Poſterity a- 
mongſt the moſt remarkable Atchievements of War; 
for in that Expedition it was very viſible, God had gird- 
ed him with Strength unto Battel. And in many other 


Inſtances. did his watchful Providence diſcover, its 


care of his Majeſty's Perſon, preſerving it by a Suc- 
ceſſion of Wonders, againſt the Inſtruments of Death 
abroad, as well as from the murdering. Hands of 
bloody Aſſaſſines at home. I forbear to recite the 


Battels our Prince fought, and the Victories he won; 


his regulating the debasꝰd Coin of the Nation at a ve- 
ry critical and hazardous Juncture; the Honourable 
Peace he procur'd, and the Check he gave to the In- 


ſolence and Pride of an Arbitrary Prince, who was 


aſpiring after Univerſal Monarchy ; not doubting but 
that youll meet with all theſe in his Hiſtory. - In- 
deed if his pretended Friends ſhould be ungratefully 


ſilent, and forget him after his Death, his Enemies 
will record his Vertves, and fpeak of his Valour. 


What Ape ever produc'd a Prince of ſuch Mildneſs 
and Lenity ? a Prince that did Jaſtice without Re- 


venge, that ſnew'd Mercy without Weakneſs, was kind 


to the unthankful, heaping Coals of Fire upon the heads 
his Enemits, | He was the Refuge of thoſe Prote- 
tants that fled for'their Religion, as well as the com- 
mon Father of his own People ; which he eminently 
diſcover'd by his extraordinary Clemency and great 
Moderation, carrying it with an even hand betwixt 


contending Parties, ſo that he deſerv'd to be call'd, 
The Healer of our Breaches, and the Reſtorer of Paths 
to dwelt in: for he well knew that domeſtict Diviſions 


would 
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would put us inte greater danger than a Foreign. 


But further, like one that lov'd his People, and 
Had a deep Concern for their Happineſs, he did con- 
ſtantly in his excellent Speeches from the Throne, 
recommend Reformation of Manaers, thereby /cat-- 
tering away Evil with his Eyes, J 
And how great Concern did this Prince diſcover for 
Poſterity, by his earneſt and ſea ſonable recommending 
to the late Parliament the Succeſſion to the Crown in 
the Proteſtant Line, thereby extinguiſhing the hopes of 
a Suppoſititious Heir, to make the clearer way for that 
admirable Princeſs that now. fills the Throne? So that 
however ſome Male-contents have been uneaſy under 
his Adminiſtration, yet the Generations to come will 
call him Bleſſed; becauſe if the Religion.and Liberties 
of England be tranſmitted to late Poſterity, the Poſ- 
ſeffors thereof will be indebted for them to the care 
of this excellent Prince, under the Providence of God. 

For what excellent Laws have been enacted during 
his Reign, and what care did he take to improye his 
Intereſt ad Time in concluding. Alliances with Fo- 
reigh Princes and States, in order to rediice the exor- 
birant Power of Fraue, that Exg/and might ſtill hold 
the Ballance of Europe? So that in ſhort he has raisd 
the Honour of the Exgliſʒ Nation, and acquir'd to 
himſelf. ſuch a juſt Eſteem abroad, that all Foreign 
Princes and States have reckon'd him as the Center 
and Soul of our whole Alliance, as well as the Arbi- 
ter of Europe, But alas! this Great Prince in the 
midſt of his Noble Peſigns has his Health impair'd . 

by Diſtempers, and his Body ſinks down under the. 
uncommon Weight of a fatiguing Reign into the 


Duſt of Death; and this leads me to conlider, 
ITubirahy, 


. the Death ef R. William III. 
Thirdly, The Circumſtances that attended the 


Death of the late King William, which together 
with the things I have already mention'd, greatly 


aggravate our Loſs, and juſtify our ſolemn Mourne 


in 
e Was taken away at a time when his Experi- 
ence had to a very great degree ripen'd him for Coun- 
ſel, and cultivated his excellent Notions of Govern- 
ment: Ata time when we wanted his Dire&ion and 
Conduct: At a time when we hop'd God had 
much Work for him to do, and we had raigd Ex- 
peQations of his enterprizing Great things: At a 
time when we needed him to go forth in the Head of 
our Armies. But alas! alas! ona ſudden we loſe our 
FF Lord, what have we 


A Prince that deliver*d us from Pods and Arbi- 
trary Power. 

A Prince that was for reforming our Land, as well 
as fighting our Battels. 
A Prince that had every thing in him to render his 
Government a Happineſs to all his Subjects. 

A Prince that prudently fway'd the Scepter of 
Po as well as counngeoully OE the Sword 
ol WW 

A Prince hots mild Government proclaimd him 
to be tlie brighteſt Ecnenply- of Clemency and good 


Nature. 
greateſt Honour, and the 


A Prince who had the 
larg eft Intereſt in all Europe. 
A Prince'endear'd to us by the Hazards he ran, 
ah the Deliverances God wroug | 


ht for him. 


Wes Prince that was the Terror of the Papal His 
D 2 me 


rarchy. 
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A Prince (if I may ſay ſo of any fince the Exit of 


| cob Joſiah) that was the Breath of our Noftrils, 


the Anointed of the Lord, the Delight of our Eyes, 
and the Joy of our Hearts. 

A Prince that adorn'd the Crown he wore, while 
we were bleſt with the happy Influence of his Go- 
vernment ; but the Shadow of Death has ſtain'd our 
Engliſh Glory. 

I | cloſe this rude and imperfect Character with on- 
ly adding, that bleſſed be God, He that did not fear 
Death in the Field, was as undaunted when it ap- 
proach*d him in his Palace; for I am well aſſur d by 
thoſe that had the Honour to be near him,that Hedied 
with the greateſt Reſignation, full of Charity and 
Peace. What Uſe is proper to he made of this Sub- 
ject and Providence, I ſhall now briefly ſuggeſt, and 
ſo * "ay ; 15 
Beware you do not murmur at the Divine Con- 
duct, or paſs any raſh Cenſure on the Providence of 
God. God's Ways are always equal, hut bis Diſpen- 
fations are ſometimes dark. It willibe à deſperate 
Concluſion for any to ſay, God has. forſaken this 
Earth; and that all things roll under the Sallenneſs of 
Fate, or the Giadineſs of Chance. For tis certain he 
that rules amidſt the Armies of Heaven, does 8 


govern amongſt the NMingdams if Men. Our Bleſſe 


Luk. 12.7. Savigur aſſures us, hat the Hairs on gur Heads are 


numbred. And if a Hair cannot fall from our Heads 
without Heaven's Permiſſion, much, leſs can a 
Crown'd Head drop into the Duſt without the Al- 
lowance : bf the Supreme Governour. If the moſt 
minute things ate Under, the Providential Care of 


| Heaven, much more Great and Good Princes, who 


are God's Miniſters upon Earth. And it muſt be 
confeſt, 


* 
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confeſt, that when ſuch are remov*d in the midſt 


of their days, *tis like the Sun's going down at Noon; Amos 8. 9. 


and the darkning of the Earth in a clear day. Something 

like this have we ſeen in the Death of our excellenz 
King; yet it becomes us to be filent, becauſe we 

have ſinned. Thus the Royal Pſalmiſt behav*d him- 

ſelf under preſſing Trials; I was dumb, and open d Plal.3g.9. 
not my Mouth, becauſe thou didſt it. Many of the 
Providences.of God are very obſcure, and the Me- 

thods he takes ſeem to us to be very intricate. and 
perplext; yet there is great Reaſon to be calm and 


_ reſigning, ſince whatever his infinite Power hath 


produc'd, his teddy and unerring Wiſdom governs. 
The People of God ſhall be happy in the end, tho 
the Reaſons 'of many intermediate Events are con- 
ceald from them in the way. God maketh the Clouds pfal. 104. 3 
his Chariot: He walketh upon the Wings of the Wind, 
His Providential Motions are ſo myſterious and dark, 
ſo ſudden and ſwift, that weare uncapable to view 
them in their Extent ; we can only gaze, wonder, and 
reſign. And there is great Reaſon for our Reſignation 
to God; For, tho Clouds and Darkneſs are round a» pfal. 95. 2. 
bout him, Righteouſneſs and Judgment are the Habit a- 
tion of his Throne. Tho the Reaſons of the Divine 


Procedure are far out of our ſight, yet a ſilent Sub- 
miſſion becomes us, becauſe he in whoſe hands are 


the Reins of Government cannot err. Moreover, 
the wiſe Man tells us, *7# the Glory of God to conceal Prov. a 5,25. 
a thing. The Glory of the Divine Nature is exalted, 
by being incomprehenſible: to us; and ſo the inexpli- 
cable Methods of the Divine Providence, the Un- 
ſearchableneſs of God in his Diſpenſations, raiſe the 
Glory of his Wiſdom and Sovereigniy, which is a 
powerful Reaſon: for our ready Reſignation... 
Again, 


— 
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Again, if there were not ſome dark Diſpenſations 
of Providence, we ſhould not have ſuch an Opportu- 
nity as theſe afford for the Exerciſe of our ſuffering 
Graces. The Probity and Patience of Job would not 
have ſhone with ſo bright a Luſtre, nor have render'd 
him ſo famous in after Ages, if there had not been 
great Obſcurity in the Providences he was under: his 
not knowing what God was about to do, gave him 
occaſion to exerciſe an invincible Conſtancy, and an 
unmearied Patience. To cloſe this Head, let us al- 
ways remember, that we are but of Yeſterday, and 
know nothing: That God's Judgments are unſearch- 
able, and his Ways paſt finding out. That Precious 
and Valuable Life, that was fo ſoon ended, was mea- 
ſur'd out by the Infinite Wiſdom of God, who for 


Reaſons unknown to his Creatures, lengthens or 


ſhortens the Lives of Princes at pleaſure. What God 
does now we know not, bat me ſhall know hereafter. For 
the Days are approaching wherein the Myſteries of 
Providence ſhall be unveib'd, and we ſhall ſee that 
the Obſcurities thereof, like Shades in Painting, ſet 


off the Beauty with the greater Advantage. 


2. Let us ſtand in awe of Him, in whoſe hands 
are the Keys of Death and Hell. God's Throne is 
plac'd in the Heavens, aud his Kjngdom ruleth over all. 
He has an abſolute Sovereignty over Angels and 


Mien: He killeth and maketh alive; he woundeth, 


and his Hands make whole. With wllat Reverence 


and Awe ſhould we think of this mighty Jehovah? 
who can add Years to our Days, or cut them off in 
the midſt at his pleaſure; who is Lord of all our 
Time, and in whoſe hands alone are the Iſſues from 
Death. Fear to offend this God by the leaſt Sin, 
for *tis the abominable thing that his Soul hates. In 
| a 
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a word, never diſpute his Authority, but obey his 
Commands, leſt he purſue you with the Terrors of 
his Wrath, for deſpiſing the Offers of Peace; leſt he 
frown you into a bottomleſs Lake of Fire, for reject- 
ing boundleſs Rivers of Pleafure; and bind, you 
with the Chains of an eternal Wrath, for trampling 
on the Blood of a compaſſionate Saviour. 

3. Let us not only mourn our Loſs in the Death of 
our Excellent King, but mourn for thoſe Sins with a 
peculiar. accent of Grief, that have occaſion'd it. 
May this Stroke awaken all Europe, and inſpire all 
that bear the Chriſtian Name, to take up Reſoluti- 
ons of Reformation in the ſtrength of Divine Grace. 
God's Hand has been lifted up, may the Inhabitants 
of this and the neighbouring Lands learn Righteouſ- 
nefs. God ſometimes fendt evil Kings in his Anger, 
and takes away good ones in his Wrath : Aud for the Ini. 
quity of 4 Lind 


Hoſtsof Diſeaſes like Locuſts, to prey upon and de- 
the Bodies of Men. Tis Sin that kindles a 


Train of liquid Fire in the Blood, to ſcorch us in a 
Fever, and that produces large quantities of Water, 
to drown us, as it were, with a Dropſy. Tis Sin 


that brings publick Calamities on a State, and that 
ſpreads Miſery and Deſolation over the face of the 
Earth: Thus a fruitful Land becomes a Wilderneſs for 


the Iniquity of thoſe that dwell therein. Now ſince 


Sin is the {ad cauſe of our Miſeries, and particularly 


of that dark Providence under which we groan, let us 
not forget to mourn for our Perſonal as well as Nati- | 


many are the Princes thereof. There 
is ſcarcely any Affliction that. befals a People, but 
has been occaſion d by Sin. Tis Sin that brings 


onal Sins. Who can forbear to drop a few Tears, 


and fend ſome Sighs after our Excellent Prince? but 


Rivers 


„ 
. * 
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Rivers of Tears ſhould run down our Eyes for thoſe 


Sins that have provok d God to remove him from us. 


4. Let us endeavour after a firm Union among 
Proteſtants. Death frequently weakens our hands 
by taking from us the Inſtruments of our Good, and 
ſurely *tis unreaſonable we ſhould weaken our own 


hands by dividing our Strength. Our Union will 
be a Wall of Defence, which nothing can demoliſh but 


our own Diviſions. Evęry Age confirms the Truth 
of that Maxim, 4 Kingdom divided againſt it ſelf 
cannot ſt ande. lo * 
Twas the Differences that were fomented be- 
twixt Ariſtobulus and Hircanus, that brought Pompey 
to Jeruſalem, by whom they were made a Roman 
Province. | I | 
The Diviſions of the Old Brittans ſubjected them 
EMC... Oi oi r 
The Chriſtians loſt Paleſtine by their unhappy Di- 


. viſions, tho it was a Place they had gain'd by a pro- 


digious Expence of Blood and Treaſure, and had been 
poſſeſs'd of it about a hundred Years. I need not 
ſay how England has ſuffer'd by inteſtine Diviſions, 
and a Civil War. i, pita a 6 56: 5 
*T'was a Maxim laid down by Cardinal Richelieu, 
That England could never be deſtroy'd but by her 
ſelf. - And accordingly we find it has been the Policy. 
of the Court of France to diſperſe a great number of 
Jeſuits through Proteſtant States, to ſow Diſcords 
amongſt them. But I hope our Eyes are open, and 
our Reſolutions are fix'd for a firm Union : That we 
begin to have ſofter Thoughts of each other, and to 
diſuſe the Reflections that were formerly made on the 
account of Differences in leſſer Matters: So that 
the fire of Contention, which the common E- 
1 e. nemy 
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nemy'of Proteftants has been a long time blo 
win gradually decline till *tis totally extingun 
than which.nothyng, can more contribute 8 oo 
making us the moft powerful People, and «laſting 
Terror.to 16985 To cloſe this Head, may all 
teſtants zealoul] iſe whar the late Ning ſeaſdau- 
bly. recommended to this preſent” Parhament, im his 
laſt excellent Speech from the THrone, vid. Let 

6 there be 9 other Diffinction Heard of a among us for 
the future ; hut of thoſe Hh are for the Proteſtant 
© Religion and. the preſent Eſtabliſnment; and of 
"thoſe who,mean a Popiſh' Prince and a -Bpench G- 
© -yernment. 


5. Let us live in the erpectation. of our own Death, 


and labour.t 3. it. HFI wait ſays Job) the 
Grave wi 1 1 40 to Corrup 8 a e 
art ww) Father; *. 82 rum, Tbhn an e orb 
and Sifter- We ſhalt take but a my res in this 
TA is then hers | | 
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In a word, 
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Help, whoſe Hope is in the Lord his 


mies, and a Loyal People; that ſhe may tram 


Hearts of her Subjects; that under the Influence: of 


mor prembed g,. ä 
6. Since Princes are ſrail and fuby Ne 
well as other Men, let us put our I ruſt in Him RD 
hath only Immortality. There is nothing in this 
World that is fit for us to lay the ſtreſs and weight of 
our Souls upon; but Jehovah is an adequate Object of 
Truſt, for in him is everlaſting Strength. Tho the 
Earth ſhake under our feet, and the Heavens are dark 
over our heads; tho the Elements ſhould melt with 
fervent Heat, and the Earth be toſt from its Center; 
yet thoſe that truſt in the Lord ſball be as Mount Zyon, 
that can never be moved. I cloſe this Head with 
the Words of the Pſalmiſt immediately after the 
Text; Happy is he that hath the © þ Jacob for his 


F Lafth Let us not forget to bleſs God for a Prote- 


tant Queen, and her peaceable Acceſſion to the Throne. 


This Excellent Princeſs diſcover'd a becoming Zeal 
for the Reform'd Religion, in oppoſition to Pope- 
ry, when ſhe mov'd in a lower Orb; we have there- 
fore juſt Reaſon to expect that her Zeal will be as 
warm and regular now ſhe acts in a more exalted 
State. And let us not ceaſe to pray for our Illuſtri- 
ous Queen AN NE, That ſhe may have Wiſdom as 


” 


an Angel of God, 8 and out before ſo Great a 


People; that ſhe may be the Deborah of our Engli] 
Hal, and a nurſing Mother to all the Refom'd 


hurches ; that ſhe may have a proſperous Reign, a 
long Life, a ſafe [32s her mc a ſecure Nes u. 


dent Parliaments, faithful Counſellors, valiant Ar- 


le 


reign in the 


» 4 


upon the Necks of her 


: 


her 


the Death of R. William III. 
her wiſe and mild Adminiſtration, true and unde- 
fid Religion may revive and flouriſh. ' 

To which I wiſh all her Majeſty's Subjects may 
as heartily ſay Amen, as do the Proteſtant Diſſenters 
of the Three Kingdoms; then ſhall I not doubt, 
but this will yet be Immanuel s Land, and God will 
dwell in the midſt of us. | 


FINITS 


ADVERTISEMENT. 
' A Good King and bis People the os Care of Heaven, A'\ 
— — the 16th of April, 1696. being a: 
Thankſgiving-day for the Diſcovery of the Horrid and 
Barbarous Conſpiracy againſt his Majeſty's Perſon, and of 
a defign'd Invaſion from France. By John Piggott. Sold: 
by J. Baer at Mercers Chappel in Cheapſide. 


: 9727 
Y * 
inn 
> 
» > = 
Y3 | 


N % 
6 


* 


91 


* « 


* 


1 


"I 


« 4 
& 4 7 
2 
3 % * 
8 
N. by L 
4 # * 


. 


; ' "IM Hed SAY p 0 - of [4 2 7 
. 13S 131390 : a4% Fl1cts DAs 819 Jan 
aa 9 STEPS, oe 5 
WS 003 STIL YET ts Ahn 


4,24 ſein 124 fs ivr 4 % oF 


219105119 a 0014 8007 bes wb. Jul (liricoſf eg 
caduob. 10n 1 Ui en: gal-! T 05 10 
ini beo bas oboe] r d eie d 


$ 
2 2 


* „ 
” 


* 


2 a4 ne. THRIFT 55 
„2 10 Row $2 ni wa 


, k + wt 8 
"= 


25 


MAU ANT AAN 


N 6 bl * * 6 . „ dy : * » * 
2 988 , 
— 4 
« ** . 
* 
- x N 
\ by A 
* 
* 
> * 
— 
0 wel „ 
* 12 
8 
= 
9 6 bd I 
8 4 , * 
- . * % — 0 2 
J * 0 
* »4 n 15 9 0 _ 0 
| / a r : ks 


EE 4 
WN ruin 292 21002) hid bud N A hoot) N | 
Salad „dad i Ain to ddt ed beds nome 4 * 


bas bitoti adi 10:yiovoolid 1 rot yeh-onivigtzogtT. 


20 bag /aot159 efyNateld aid Nnisga yortiqtnoD 2vorrdytd x 
blos Ali 


Nn ni bend want 20 lt 14 


nad XM ntl ont noftgvcl Lenieb es 


» , 


*1 


- 
SE? 


